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Equivalent living conditions 

everywhere in the country-Why? 

Some reflections on territorial justice
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Increasing Imbalance in Germany: Rural and some urbanized 

regions lose people and financial power  
As is situation and future prospective – if nothing happens

Blue colour means decrease

Red means increase
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German President Frank Walter Steinmeier is concerned

about the spatial divide and the endangered cohesion of

society
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Have we forgotten our spatial paradigm and dream?

Europe wants a balance between urban and rural areas

German Federal Office of Building and Regional Planning (BBR)
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The legal framework is clearly! 

Article 72 of German Constitution

(2) The Federation shall have the right to legislate 

on matters …….and to the extent that the 

establishment of equivalent living conditions 

throughout the federal territory   or….

Art. 3 Bavarian Constitution

…..(2) The state shall protect the natural basis of 

life and cultural traditions. It shall further and 

secure equivalent living and working conditions 

throughout Bavaria, in all urban and rural areas
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Economists and Businessmen :        

„Why should we support rural 

areas when they are so weak? 

It is lost money and totally 

uneconomic.

Lets focus on and invest in 

prospering areas and booming cities 

in order to get best return“

In UK New Urban Economists (NUE) 

are arguing in the same direction!

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
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Chinas President Xi Jinping:

„As long as rural areas, 

especially their poor parts lag 

behind the rest of the country 

so long we can not talk about 

having reached a society with 

modest wealth“ 
(see his book Governance in China I)
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Chancelor Merkel about the task of the new Federal

Commission „Equivalent Living Conditions“: all people

should share the same wealth. To reach this we need

equivalent living conditions everywhere.
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Our Plan for Germany

- Equivalent Living Conditions everywhere-
Conclusions of Ministers Seehofer, Klöckner and Giffey about the work of the 

commission „Equivalent Living Conditions“ in July 2019
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Last week in munich!

Colloquium of HSS 
Academy for Politics

„30 Years after Fall of Wall“

Equivalent Living 
Conditions in 
Germany.
About the results of
the federal
Commission
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Report of Bavarian Commission of Inquiry

„Equivalent Living Conditions throughout Bavaria“, Munich

2018
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A new and broader 

perspective: 

The Four Dimensions

of Territorial Justice  
(based on norms of human rights

and theories of  Rawls, Sen, 

Sandel, Dworkin, Soja, Piketty )  
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More Justice for Rural Areas! 
Comments about the responsibility of

politics, business sector and society
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We should take care of both sustainable urban and rural development . 

it is a demand of justice and political wisdom in the light of a growing spatial

devide. Justice is a hot topic everywhere
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Justice and Fairness is based on the universal norms of human rights and
dignity
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John Rawls Theory of Justice and 

Amartya Sen`s  and Martha Nußbaum`s Demand for 

Empowerment:

Some Spatial Unequality is allowed but not too much.There

must always be a fair compensation between prosperous and

less developed regions. Thats the role of the state to observe

and guarantee this.

Money and esp. distributive justice alone do not help;

empowerment is additionally necessary in order to enable

people using their chances and the financial support in the right

way.
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A new and broader 

perspective: 

The Four Dimensions

of Territorial Justice  
(based on norms of human rights

and theories of  Rawls, Sen, 

Sandel, Dworkin, Soja, Piketty )  
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Proposals of Commission of Inquiry „Equivalent living 

conditions in all parts of Bavaria“: 
Indicators for measuring the 4 dimensions of territorial justice
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How to implement the 4 dimensions of Territorial 

Justice by politics, policies and administrations?

It depends on the country and it`s policies, goals,

programms, strategies, measures, institutions and

governance mechanisms for guaranteeing and guiding the

implementation of some kind of territorial justice.

We need place based solutions!

Using the indicators of Territorial Justice can help make the

implementation much more transparent and suitable for

monitoring the progress and for evaluating the result of

having reached better equivalent living conditions.
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Example: 

Rate of joblessness in 

Germany and

population in/decrease

are inter-

linked

The more brown colour, the 

higher joblessness

Population 

in/decrease
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Hessen :
3000 public
jobs shifted
countryside
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Expertise of German Institute of Economy (IW) made on 

behalf of the Bavarian Industry responding to the Report of

Commission of Inquiry , October 2018

..In order to strengthen large companies in rural areas we 

have to improve location factors like 

functioning infrastructure and modern mobility, 

digitization 4.0 (smart countryside, digital villages etc.) 

and beautiful villages and towns ….

No concentration on agglomeration and economic 

centres only!
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We need smart  und inclusive medium size - und small 

cities in rural regions .Thus the shift of civil services , 

universities and industry countryside will be successfull 

Smart sustainable cities for all: A 

socio-spatial approach  by Marya

Mrabiee and Abbas Rajabifard

In: Coordinates Oct 2017 Smart 

sustainable cities for all
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Technical University of 

Applied Sciences 

Deggendorf, founded 10 

branches in peripher 

rural regions of lower 

bavaria
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European Metropolitanregion Nuremberg (EMN): Cooperation of three 
Large Cities with medium and small cities in surrounding rural areas 
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Rural exodus is no law of nature !

It`s on us to stop it.

More than 75% of 

germans want to live 

countryside
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